Privacy & Proxy Service Accreditation Issues (PPSAI)

Definitions

e A privacy service allows a customer to register the domain name in their own name as the
Registered Name Holder, but the contact information of the privacy service is displayed in the
publicly-accessible Registration Data Directory Service (RDDS).

e A proxy service allows the proxy service to registered the domain name as the Registered Name
Holder, which licenses the use of the domain to the proxy customer. The full registration data of the
proxy service/Registered Name Holder must be published in the RDDS.
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Background

In October 2013, the GNSO Council initiated a Policy Development Process (PDP) to make
recommendations for consistency across proxy and privacy services. The PDP Working Group
(WG) completed a set of recommendations which were adopted by the ICANN Board in 2016.
ICANN org began implementation of these recommendations in 2016, supported by a
volunteer IRT.

Implementation was put on hold in 2019 due to overlapping issues with ongoing work in the
GNSO’s Expedited Policy Development Process (EPDP) on the Temporary Specification, in
light of the work to address the European Union General Data Protection Regulation.



https://gnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/filefield_48305/ppsai-final-07dec15-en.pdf
https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/correspondence/namazi-to-drazek-et-al-05sep19-en.pdf
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Policy Implementation

Upon publication of the Reqistration Data Policy, which implements the EPDP Phase 1
recommendations, ICANN org called for volunteers to convene a new IRT to support the
continued implementation of the PPSAI recommendations.

The new PPSAI Implementation Review Team (IRT) was convened in June 2024. In light of the
changes to law, policy, and industry practices since the PDP WG first developed PPSAI
recommendations, the IRT was initially tasked with responding to a set of threshold questions
to inform continued implementation.

The PPSAI IRT submitted its threshold question responses to the GNSO Council on 4 August
2025, with a request for additional guidance from the Council. The GNSO Council responded
with its guidance on 13 November 2025, following discussion at ICANNS84.



https://www.icann.org/en/announcements/details/icann-publishes-registration-data-policy-21-02-2024-en
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/IRT/overview?homepageId=106364930
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365823&preview=/106365823/407732296/PPSAI%20IRT%20TQ%20Responses%20for%20the%20GNSO%20Council%20(30Jul2025)%20FINAL.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365778&preview=/106365778/631078914/GNSO%20Council%20PPSAI%20Responses%20to%20Threshold%20Questions_20251113.pdf
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Objective of Policy Implementation: Develop proxy and privacy service requirements in-line with
the PPSAI Policy Development Process (PDP) Working Group’s (WG) Final Report and GNSO
Council implementation guidance.

Impact of Policy Recommendations: Once implemented, the new Consensus Policy will
supersede the placeholder language (Sections 3.12.4 and 3.14) and the temporary requirements in
the Specification on Privacy and Proxy Registrations in the 2013 Reqistrar Accreditation Agreement.



https://gnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/filefield_48305/ppsai-final-07dec15-en.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365823&preview=/106365823/407732296/PPSAI%20IRT%20TQ%20Responses%20for%20the%20GNSO%20Council%20(30Jul2025)%20FINAL.pdf
https://itp.cdn.icann.org/en/files/accredited-registrars/registrar-accreditation-agreement-21jan24-en.pdf
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Implementation Plan

e The staff implementation team and community Implementation Review Team (IRT) aligned on
an Implementation Plan and Work Breakdown for PPSAI on 22 January 2026.

e Implementation progress can be followed on the PPSAI Wiki page.



https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365823&preview=/106365823/785809410/Ext_%20IRT%20Doc%20-%20PPSAI%20IRT_ImplementationPlan_08JAN26.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365823&preview=/106365823/779059223/PPSAI%20IRT_Work%20Breakdown_08JAN26.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/IRT/overview
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Current Work

ICANN org and the IRT are working through foundational assumptions for how Consensus
Policy requirements would flow through the various parties associated with privacy and proxy
services, and how the requirements would be enforced through compliance.

IRT alignment on the flow of requirements will determine how the Consensus Policy is
structured and drafted.
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Previously Discussed Models

Model 1

“Heavyweight”
Accreditation Agreement
for All

Model 2

“Fast-Track”
Opt-In

Implementation of a new

Accreditation for registrars who
opt-in (via the Registrar
Accreditation Program)

Separately published consensus

policy

Privacy Proxy Service Provider
Accreditation Agreement
(PPAA)

£

Model 3

“Lightweight”
Opt-out

Requirements for registrars in
separately published consensus
policy, binding through RAA
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Draft for Discussion Flow of P/P Consensus Policy Requirements

Providers added to ICANN list of
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Registrars (¢ --------------

updating
Only accept registrations RIS
from P/P services in

compliance with Policy

[ Resellers | [ Affiliafes |
Registrar must ensure its
affiliates, if these offer a P/P
service, comply with P/P
Consensus Policy

Registrant / P/P Customer

Regqistrar must ensure its
resellers, if these offer a P/P
service, comply with P/P
Consensus Policy
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Upcoming Work

e Following the development of the draft Consensus Policy, the IRT will work through the draft in
four modules:

o 1: Definitions
o 2: Consensus Policy
o 3: Disclosure Frameworks

o 4: Human Rights Impact Assessment

e The Draft Consensus Policy is targeted for Public Comment in December 2026.
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Deliverables Status Target Date

#1: Implementation Plan Complete JAN 26

#2: Requirements Flow Alignment / Foundational Assumptions @ Active MAR 26 o
f_% #3: Draft Consensus Policy NOV 26 -
o Module 1: Definitions MAY 26
g Module 2: Consensus Policy JUL 26
‘It-U' Module 3: Disclosure Frameworks AUG 26
‘Ia:-; Module 4: Human Rights Impact Assessment OCT 26
E #4: Public Comment Proceeding DEC 26
%_ #5: Public Comment Summary Report FEB 26
g #6: Final Consensus Policy APR 27

#7: Outreach Plan and Deployment Plan

APR 27
#8: Policy Effective Date
#9: Consensus Policy Deployment OCT 27
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Resources

e PPSAI Wiki page

Current Working Documents
e GNSO Council PPSAI Responses to Threshold Questions
° PPSAI Implementation Plan & Work Breakdown

PPSAI Background Documents
e  Prior IRT Working Documents
e Final Report on the Privacy & Proxy Services Accreditation Issues Policy Development Process 07 December 2015
e |ICANN org Implementation Analysis of PDP Recommendations - Recommendations by Cateqgory, Difficulty of
Implementing 02 March 2024
Definitions Comparison Paper (FR vs PPAA)
Disclosure Frameworks Assessment Paper
Alignment Paper
Accreditation Models Paper
Candidate Threshold Questions Not Adopted by the IRT
IRT Threshold Questions Responses for the GNSO Council

£



https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/IRT/overview
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365778&preview=/106365778/631078914/GNSO%20Council%20PPSAI%20Responses%20to%20Threshold%20Questions_20251113.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365823&preview=/106365823/785809410/Ext_%20IRT%20Doc%20-%20PPSAI%20IRT_ImplementationPlan_08JAN26.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365823&preview=/106365823/779059223/PPSAI%20IRT_Work%20Breakdown_08JAN26.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/IRT/pages/106365235
https://gnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/filefield_48305/ppsai-final-07dec15-en.pdf
https://gnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/policy/2024/presentation/ppsai-recs-by-category-03mar24-en.pdf
https://gnso.icann.org/sites/default/files/policy/2024/presentation/ppsai-recs-by-category-03mar24-en.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365778&preview=/106365778/369983697/Definitions%20Comparison%20between%20the%20PPSAI%20Final%20Report%20vs%20the%20Draft%20P_P%20Service%20Provider%20Accreditation%20Agreement.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365778&preview=/106365778/370213031/Disclosure%20Frameworks%20Assessment%2C%20Based%20on%20the%20Disclosure%20Frameworks%20developed%20by%20the%20former%20IRT%20within%20the%202018%20draft%20PPAA%20(6%20February%202025).pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365778&preview=/106365778/370081955/Alignment%20of%20Disclosure%20Frameworks%20with%20Existing%20Work_Procedures%20(7%20March%202025).pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365778&preview=/106365778/370016369/PPSAI%20Accreditation%20Models%20Paper%20(12%20May%202025).pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106366000&preview=/106366000/376242234/Candidate%20Threshold%20Questions%20Not%20Adopted%20by%20the%20IRT.pdf
https://icann-community.atlassian.net/wiki/pages/viewpageattachments.action?pageId=106365823&preview=/106365823/407732296/PPSAI%20IRT%20TQ%20Responses%20for%20the%20GNSO%20Council%20(30Jul2025)%20FINAL.pdf

